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day to determine their future plan of campaign they
neglected to invite her to it.
The plan they adopted after some discussion was to
cross the river the following morning and attack the
English works at the bridge-head, masking the operation
by a feint against Saint Laurent in order to prevent
Talbot from sending men over to Glasdale's assistance
and in the hope that Glasdale might strip himself to
come to Talbot's. The scheme was in every respect
inferior to Joan's. Hers if successful would have wiped
out the main English force and raised the siege immedi-
ately; theirs was directed against a secondary point
whose loss would have annoyed but not seriously crippled
the enemy. In the event of defeat at Saint Laurent a
way of retreat lay open into the city; a repulse at the
Tourelles meant serious loss while the troops were re-
embarking, and the abandonment of the guns and other
material. Moreover, the girl's plan had the merit of
extreme simplicity, while the other divided the available
forces and required an elaborate water transport for its
execution.
When the council had arrived at its decision Ambrose
de Lore was sent to fetch Joan, who could not be left
out of the picture altogether because of the feeling of the
townsfolk towards her. When she arrived Guillaume
Cousinot, Chancellor of the Duchy of Orleans, told her
of the projected assault on Saint Laurent but carefully
avoided mentioning the principal operation across the
river.
The about-face was too obvious. Joan, not taken in
for an instant, scanned the ring of weather-beaten faces
and said point-blank, "Now tell me what you've really
decided. I can keep a bigger secret than that." More
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